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BAUCUS
STATEMENT OF SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
BEFORE THE BOZEMAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MARCH 25, 1983
MONTANA'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
IT IS A REAL PLEASURE TO BE HERE WITH TED, GEORGE, AND OTHER
MEMBERS OF THEIR ADMINISTRATION.
TED, I COMMEND YOU FOR YOUR "CAPITOL FOR A DAY" PROGRAM- I
SPEND A LOT MORE TIME IN WASHINGTON THAN I WOULD LIKE. AND, I'M
FULLY AWARE OF HOW OUT OF TOUCH YOU CAN GET WHEN YOU SPEND ALL
YOUR TIME IN A CAPITOL.
I'VE OFTEN ARGUED THAT CONGRESS WOULD BE MUCH MORE EFFECTIVE
IF WE WERE ABLE TO SPEND MORE TIME AT HOME- YOU'VE DONE A VERY
EFFECTIVE JOB OF BRINGING GOVERNMENT CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE OF
BOZEMAN -- AND THE PEOPLE OF MONTANA.
"BUILD MONTANA"
I ALSO WOULD LIKE TO SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE "BUILD
MONTANA" PROGRAM YOU'VE INITIATED TED.
BUILD MONTANA CONTAINS TOOLS THAT WILL PUT US BACK ON THE
ROAD TO ECONOMIC RECOVERY. YOU AND YOUR ADMINISTRATION HAVE DONE
AN EXCELLENT ANALYSIS OF THE STATE'S ECONOMIC PROGL.EMS. AND
YOU VE USED THAT ANALYSIS TO PUT FORWARD SOME VERY SOUND
PROPOSALS-
r' 2
OUR STATE AND OUR NATION FACE SERIOUS ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.
THESE ARE NOT DEMOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN PROBLEMS. THEY HURT US
ALL-
AND DEMOCRATS OR REPUBLICANS ALONE CANNOT RESTORE
PROSPERITY. ALL OF US HAVE TO WORK TOGETHER.
DEMOCRATS, REPUBLICANS, BUSINESS, LABOR AND GOVERNMENT ALL
MUST WORK HAND IN HAND TO MAP OUT THE FUTURE OF OUR STATE- I
INTEND TO HELP IN THAT PROCESS- AND I KNOW TED AND HIS
ADMINISTRATION ARE COMMITTED TO THAT GOAL, T00.
BUILD MONTANA CAN CREATE A CLIMATE IN WHICH WE MONTANANS
SERIOUSLY BEGIN THAT TASK. IT CAN HELP US DISCUSS OUR GOALS FOR
THE STATE. IT CAN HELP US DECIDE HOW TO ACHIEVE THOSE GOALS.
FEDERAL POLICIES
WE MUST GET OUR OWN HOUSE IN ORDER- BUT THAT'S NOT THE ONLY
KEY TO ECONOMIC GROWTH-
UNFORTUNATELY, MONTANA IS NOT AN ISLAND. WHAT GOES ON IN
WASHINGTON, ON WALL STREET AND IN CAPITALS AROUND THE WORLD ALSO
AFFECTS US.
IT USED TO BE THAT MONTANA'S SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN WANTED
( TO BE ON THE COMMITTEES THAT HANDLE AGRICULTURE, ENERGY AND
3
MINING ISSUES. NO LONGER IS THAT TRUE.
TODAY TAXES, .INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICIES, ENVIRONMENTAL
REGULATIONS AND A HOST OF OTHER ISSUES AFFECT MONTANANS. FOR
EXAMPLE, THIS PAST WEEK I WORKED ON THE SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM
PACKAGE-
ONE AMENDMENT. I OFFERED WILL KEEP $5.- MILLION IN THE HANDS
OF MONTANA SMALL BUSINESSES. THAT'S MONEY THAT WILL STAY IN
MONTANA AND BE USED BY MONTANANS TO MAKE OUR STATE MORE.
PROSPEROUS-
I WAS ABLE TO GET THIS AMENDMENT PASSED BECAUSE I SERVE ON
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE-
PAT WILLIAMS' WORK ON THE HOUSE BUDGET COMMITTEE IS JUST AS
IMPORTANT. HE CAN HELP REDUCE THE BUDGET DEFICIT -- AND KEEP
INTEREST RATES DOWN.
THE NATIONAL ECONOMY AFFECTS US- I INTEND TO WORK TO MAKE
SURE THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION IS A BRIDGE BETWEEN BUILD
MONTANA AND WHAT GOES ON IN CONGRESS.
IN MY VIEW, WE MUST ACHIEVE FIVE OBJECTIVES. TO ENSURE
PROSPERITY:
" REDUCE INTEREST RATES;
" INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF INVESTMENT MONEY AVAILABLE TO SMALL
BUSINESSES;
" INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPORT MONTANA'S FARM PRODUCTS
AND TIMBER;
* ELIMINATE FEDERAL POLICIES THAT PUT A DAMPER ON ECONOMIC
RECOVERY IN THE FARM ECONOMY AND TIMBER INDUSTRY;
* EMPHASIZE TR-AINING AND RE-TRA-INING-AMERICAN WORKERS AND
DEVELOPMENT OF INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY-
OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, I INTEND TO ANNOUNCE CONCRETE
STEPS TO ACHIEVE THESE SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES.
CONCLUSION
THIS IS BY NO MEANS AN EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF WHAT WE NEED TO
DO-
BUT IT IS AN AGENDA THAT TAKES US IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION-
AND AN AGENDA THAT ALL OF US CAN PURSUE TOGETHER.
MONTANA IS FULL OF RICH NATURAL RESOURCES, CREATIVE MINDS
AND STRONG HANDS- IF WE LOOK FORWARD AND WORK TOGETHER, WE CAN
MOVE TOWARD A FUTURE THAT WILL MAKE US BOTH PROSPEROUS AND PROUD-
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